
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Being a Disciple in Challenging Times 

 

     

    Discipleship Update 
                         October 2020 

Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 
Are you familiar with Jeremiah 29:11?  

“I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for good and not for evil, a plan to give 

you a future full of hope.” 

It sounds very comforting, doesn’t it? In these 

verses the prophet Jeremiah was sending a 

message to the Israelites who were heartbroken 

that they had been taken from Jerusalem and put 

into bondage in Babylon. 

Recently I read the entire chapter of Jeremiah 29, 

and I was shocked. It turns out that God’s plan to 

bring them back to Jerusalem was to come to 

fruition in 70 years! This was obviously not a quick 

fix to help them out of their misery. 

Jeremiah told the Israelites in exile to carry on 

planting gardens and eating, marrying and having 

children. They were to have their children marry 

and have children, too. They were to do well in the 

towns in which they were being held captive, 

because when the town was doing well, they would 

do well too. 

What did I take from this? We are living in 

challenging times. In the US wildfires and 

hurricanes are destroying homes and taking lives. 

Social unrest brings demonstrations and violence. 

Covid-19 has turned our economy upside down 

and brought serious illness to so many and death 

for over 210,000 of us, and it’s far from over. We 

seem to have lost the ability to be civil to one 

another. Other parts of the world are also 

suffering in so many ways. What if we have to wait 

decades to be delivered from this mess? 

And yet, we carry on as disciples, not giving up 

hope, doing the daily things that we do for the 

people we love and for the common good.  

I have considered the task which God has 

appointed for men to be busied about. He has 

made everything appropriate to its time, and 

has put the timeless into their hearts, without 

men’s ever discovering, from beginning to end, 

the work which God has done. Eccl 3:10, 11 

God is in charge. Carry on. 

 

 

 

 

     Our Lady, Un-doer of Knots   
                                                                                                                                                 

Had you ever heard of Mary referred to as the 

“Undoer of Knots” before Pope Francis brought 

the title to our attention? He learned of the story 

behind it when he was struck by a painting as a 

student in Germany. He brought the devotion 

back to his native Argentina and promoted it 

there. 
  

The story begins with a marriage in trouble more 

than 300 years ago, prayer to Mary, a healing of 

the relationship, and a painting commissioned 

years later by the couple’s grandson. 
 

 Pope Francis tells us that there are times in our 

lives when “a kind of knot is created deep within 

us,” that takes away our peace and serenity. 

Financial stress, addiction, illness, depression, 

unemployment or other challenges can be 

dangerous, because they may become more and 

more tangled. We could fall into despair, fearing  

that our problem will never be resolved.  
 

Mary opened the door for God to undo the knot 

of sin that binds us when she said yes, taking 

part in God’s plan to bring Jesus to earth. As the 

mother of us all, she will intercede for us when 

asked, and her intercession is powerful. 

 

The next series being offered by the Archdiocese 

as part of the synod is called Hope and Healing, 

and it will make use of the prayer to Mary the Un-

doer of Knots. Learn more about the series and 

how to sign up here: 

https://www.archspm.org/healing-and-hope-series/ 

 

Here’s the whole story of our Lady of Knots and 

the prayer if you are interested. It’s fascinating. 

https://wau.org/resources/article/our_lady_undoer_of

_knots/  
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